
AMS Engagement Levy 
 

What is it? 

The Engagement Levy is a five dollar fee that would be levied upon every member of the Alma Mater 

Society. The fee would be returned to the member upon them voting in the AMS Executive elections. 

The remainder of the fee would be allocated for engagement projects in accordance with the guidelines.  

 

 

Why should it be? 

Student engagement is one of the biggest problems facing students today. There have been a number of 

attempts to involve people in the society, but they have been met with falling voter turnouts and an 

increasingly cynical student population. It’s time to make the society matter to them in at least a very 

small way, that way being instituting a levy. This levy is fully opt-outable, through one of two provisions. 

If you do not wish to pay the levy at the beginning of the year, you may opt out through the normal AMS 

fee opt out guidelines. Alternatively, you may opt out of the fee when you vote in the AMS elections, at 

which point the levy will be refunded to you. If you wish, you may waive your refund of the levy.  

 

While this will certainly help to increase voter turnout, it will by no means guarantee 100% attendance 

at the polls. To this end, we have a large pool of money that was collected wit the spirit of furthering 

engagement. This money would then be placed into an Engagement Fund that would be administered 

by a committee similar to the SASSF Committee. The society would have to make the money before it 

spent it, particularly because this mechanism will make the money self regulating.  

 

The major benefit to this fund is that it would be self regulating. When people were engaged and voting, 

the fund would not receive as much money, and the lowered need for engagement and awareness 

projects indicated by the turnout would be corrected for in the amount of money taken in. Conversely, if 

there was low turnout at the polls, the low engagement that would be indicative of would be responded 

to by an increase in funding for the subsequent year.  

 

 

Levy Surplus Allocation Guidelines 

Voter Funded Media 

The VFM contest is an immense boon to the student information-scape here at UBC. There 

needs to be a sustainable source of funding for this project. 

• An amount not to exceed fifty thousand dollars shall be allocated to funding the prizes for 

the subsequent year’s voter funded media contest.  

• As limited by the above provision, an amount no less than 20% of the overall fund must be 

allocated to funding the prizes for the subsequent year’s voter funded media contest. 

• In the event that the total levy surplus is less than fifty thousand dollars, no less than ten 

thousand dollars shall be allocated for the subsequent year’s voter funded media contest.  



• In the event that the total levy surplus is less than ten thousand dollars, then whole surplus 

shall be for the subsequent year’s voter funded media contest.  

 

Additional Projects 

The committee may make an up to three year funding commitment in a contract that 

acknowledges that in the event that other, codified or previous funding commitments, as 

determined by the date of inclusion in Code (taking precedence over all others) and 

subsequently the date of the contract, would determine eligibility for money.  

 

Any member or subsidiary of the AMS may submit an application to the funding committee. 

These allocations must be made by the first meeting in May, and money will be distributed 

along with the budget. It should be clear that the funding from the structure would work in the 

following manner: in September 2009, funds would be collected (approximately $200 000.00). In 

January 2010, students would be refunded this money if they voted in the 2010 election. 

People, know knowing to total amount of money available, could now apply for the fund. The 

remainder of the fund would be allocated by the Engagement Fund Allocation Committee, who 

would then make a report to Council. Any unallocated funds by the 6:00 PM on the Monday 

before the first meeting in May shall automatically be allocated to the Engagement Reserve 

Fund. 

 

Engagement Reserve 

As limited by the above provisions, 15% of the fund shall be allocated to a Engagement 

Initiatives Fund, which shall be available to AMS Council for undertaking specific, high cost, one 

time, engagement projects. This could perhaps be a more appropriate place from which to fund 

projects such as the AMSlink system, or other initiatives, such as returning $50 000.00 of money 

to the Arts Undergraduate Society.  

 

 

Suggested Question 

Do you support the AMS establishing an opt-outable Engagement Fee (the ‘Fee’) to help improve 

student engagement by encouraging voter turnout and funding engagement related projects? 

 

Note:  

• The Fee would be refunded to any student upon them having voted in the AMS Executive 

Elections.  

• Any student may opt out of the fee using standard procedures at the beginning of the year. 

• The surplus from the fee not returned to students would be directed to  

• The AMS may suspend levying this fee for one year by a resolution of Council. 

• The Fee would be levied on all active AMS members on a yearly basis. 

• The initial amount of the Fee would be $5.00. 



• The Fee would increase in each school year by the rate of inflation determined by the Canadian 

Consumer Price Index. 

 

 

Required Code Amendments 

Creation of Engagement Fund 

 A Fund administered by EFAC, to be allocated in March and April. 

Creation of Engagement Fund Apportionment Committee 

 A committee tasked with the administration and distribution of the levy.  

Creation of Engagement Reserve Fund 

A reserve Fund administered by Council for one time funding of high cost engagement related 

projects.  

 

Steps Forward 

1. Motion from Council to Approve in Principle 

2. Document created with spending guidelines. 

3. Question drafted.  

4. Motion to approve question and support referendum. 

5. Referendum.  


